The predicted proteinase furin is not the hepatic proalbumin convertase.
Rat and chicken liver microsomal membranes were used to investigate the relationship between proalbumin processing activity and the predicted proteinase furin. Two polyclonal antisera directed against the predicted catalytic domain of furin showed the highest level of immunoreactivity in a microsomal fraction that had minimal proalbumin converting activity. Extracts of the fraction containing most converting activity lacked detectable furin. In addition, the proalbumin convertase was not inhibited by the anti-furin antisera. These results strongly suggest that furin is not responsible for the in vivo cleavage of proalbumin.